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PERISCOPE. 


Treatment of Meningitis with Iodide of Potassium 
and External Applications of Croton Oil. —Dr.Vovard, 
of Bordeaux, has published a series of cases of meningitis treated 
very successfully with iodide of potassium internally and croton 
oil externally. The oil—the head of the child being previously 
shaven—was laid on with a brush and the head covered with a 
bonnet of oil-silk, which prevented the absorption of the oil by the 
pillow. The crotum tiglium was renewed three times a day until 
an abundant suppuration took place, and then an irritating oint¬ 
ment was applied, which kept it up for several days. The cases 
cured by this means never suffered a relapse .—Medical Press 
and Circular, May 23, 1883. 


Ether Spray in Facial Neuralgia. —Dr. A. M. Cartledge, 
reports excellent results in the treatment of facial neuralgia by the 
above method—which is not a new one. 

His mode of operation is as follows : 

After protecting the eye with a piece of oil-silk or cloth, direct 
a spray of ether upon the part affected until its temperature is 
down to the freezing-point of water—say for eight minutes— 
which will generally suffice. To generate the spray he uses 
Richardson’s atomizer. 

The application is generally grateful to the patient, and has 
given complete and permanent relief in six of ten cases where 
it was used. It greatly mitigated the suffering in the remaining 
four .—Medical Herald, May, 1883. 


The Question of Trephining in Injuries of the Head. 
—Dr. H. B. Sands reports seven cases in which trephining was 
performed for injuries of the head—four times for compound 
fracture, with depression ; once for simple fracture, with depres¬ 
sion ; twice for epileptic and paralytic affections following injury. 

Of the four cases of compound fracture, one was a very severe 
one, the patient being comatose until death. The other three 
cases were of a mild .character, with no especial head-symptoms. 
They all recovered. 

The case of simple depressed fracture was very severe, the 
patient being comatose and hemiplegic, and dying shortly after 
the operation. Dr. Sands recommends trephining in cases where 
the depression is marked, but of limited superficial extent, and 
in punctured fractures where the internal table is extensively 
splintered or depressed. 

The inference is that surgeons are still in a kind of happy-go- 
lucky state as regards trephining for fractures of the skull, the 
underlying principle being to operate in mild cases, which are 
most likely to get well any way; not to operate in severe cases, 
which are very sure to die under any circumstance. 

The sixth case was one of traumatic epilepsy, of nine years’ 
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standing, in a man, aged twenty-six, whose history is somewhat 
imperfectly given. He had a depression in the right parietal 
bone. He had had hemiplegia for several months after the in¬ 
jury, and the left hand was still somewhat weak. 

Operation, which was recommended as a last resort, produced 
some relief. 

The seventh case is a most instructive one. The patient, a 
married woman, aged thirty-nine, was struck on the left parietal 
region, and knocked down. After this, hemiparesis, right facial 
paralysis, and epileptic attacks appeared. She was trephined over 
the posterior central convolution. Patient died, and post mortem 
showed a growing tumor directly under the site of the trephined 
orifice.— JV. Y. Medical Journal , April 21, 1883. 


Dangers of the Bromide Treatment of Epilepsy. —Dr. 
Wm. H. Hammond calls attention to possible dangers in the bro¬ 
mide treatment of epilepsy. He has observed that bromism pre¬ 
disposes to lung trouble. In two cases of his, pneumonia super¬ 
vened upon bromism, and the patients died. In another case 
cited by Dr. Hammond the patient died from the effects of 
bromism.— New York Medical Journal , March, 31, 1883. 


Nitro-Glycerine in Epilepsy. —Professor Berger states that 
he has used nitro-glycerine successfully in many forms of head¬ 
ache, but that in epilepsy he could get no good results.— Breslau, 
arzt. Zeiischr,, No. 8, 1883. 


Mullein Pith in Epilepsy. —Dr. N. J. Sullivan, Canyonville, 
Oregon, states that a decoction of mullein pith in combination 
with the usual doses of potassium bromide markedly increases its 
effects in epilepsy.— The Druggist , July, 1883. 


Atropine in Epilepsy. —Dr. Max Weiss urges the use of atro¬ 
pine in the treatment of epilepsy, the especial point being the 
advantage of giving very large doses. He gradually increases the 
amount until the patient gets gr. ^ to gr. -fa a day.— Centralbl. 
fur die Gesammte Ther., June, 1883. 


Upon the Symptomatic Treatment of Paralysis Agitans. 
—A. Erlenmeyer, admitting that owing to our ignorance of the 
real nature and cause of paralysis agitans the disease must be 
treated empirically, describes his experience in a typical case, of 
the hemiplegic type, which he had under observation for two 
years. The special symptoms demanding attention were the 
tremor, insomnia, and hyperidrosis [the distinguished Professor 
spells it “hyperhydrosis ”]. The patient was a sewing-woman, 
sixty-four years old, and the disease was well developed when first 



